Collins School

DAILY CURRICULUM

8:40-9:10 Opening Activities (spelling, grammar, cursive, Daily Word Problems), Star of the Week (Mondays)
9:15-10:15 Writer’s Workshop: Through the Common Core Standards, students will be expected to write in all content areas with an emphasis on narrative, informational, and  opinion pieces. Mini-lessons will support students in writing skills and the workshop model will give them the opportunity to experience writing as a thinking process: idea development, first drafts, editing one-to-one with peers and adults, final drafts, and publishing student work. A new writing curriculum called “Units of Study” by Lucy Calkins and Maureen E. Auman’s “Step Up to Writing (SUTW)” will support students by giving them the strategies to organize, focus, and develop their summary, expository, narrative (both personal narrative and fictional story), and opinion writing. Units of Study 

           allows students to choose topics to write about and encourages them to

           write daily using the skills acquired through direct instruction.  Daily teacher-student writing conferences will take place individually and in groups to hone in on their writing process and provide direct, descriptive feedback. There will also be celebrations of student work throughout the school year.

10:15 -10:35
Recess

10:35-11:20 Reader’s Workshop: Each session begins with a minilesson which the teacher uses a short text or chapter to model and practice reading comprehension strategies discussed by Lucy Calkins and Kathleen Tolan. As students practice strategies by independently reading leveled books of their choice from the class, school, home, or public library, an individual or a small group confers with the teacher about their reading. Students are then given the opportunity to share what they are reading with the class by presenting their findings, questions, and reflections on their selection.
Supplemental Reading: Resource: Scholastic’s Storyworks magazine provides Common Core experiences through fictional, literature pieces and non-fictional, current event articles. It will emphasize learning comprehension strategies through non-fiction texts and literature analysis before, during, and after reading.
11:20-12:10 Math:  Houghton Mifflin’s “Go Math” Mathematics program will help your child to learn a wide range of mathematical concepts and basic arithmetic skills.  Real-life manipulative experiences are used to help children bridge abstract math to experiences found in day-to day living.  It provides a comprehensive common core program where students learn concepts through a hands-on math workshop with collaborative experiences. They will have many opportunities to practice using math vocabulary, arrays, number bonds, and number lines in their strategic thinking. In addition, a systematic plan of spiral review and test practice ensures retention of concepts and skills. A great tutorial resource is the Khan Academy at www.khanacademy.org. Emphasis for the 3rd graders will be placed on learning and memorizing addition and subtraction facts through sums of 20 and multiplication and division facts through 12. Https://xtramath.org and Www.aplusmath.com are good places to visit for practicing math facts. We will also learn and incorporate many problem solving skills and strategies that will help students to become good critical thinkers and problem solvers through real world Problems of the Month and Daily Word Problems. Teaching Numeracy by Margie Pearse and K.M. Walton provides teaching strategies for building math literacy in the classroom.
12:10
Lunch

12:55-1:15 Silent Sustained Reading/Teacher Read-Aloud Teacher reads aloud a children’s picture or chapter book to foster listening comprehension and the love of reading. On some days, students will engage in silent reading.
1:15-2:15  Science and Technology: CUSD provides texts and hands-on science lab kits in the physical, earth, life and health sciences by FOSS. The third grade kits are: “Sun, Moon, and Stars,” “Matter and Energy,” and “Structures of Life.” Students will practice being scientists through investigations of the world around them. They will learn about what a hypothesis is, conduct experiments or observe, be asked to accurately record what they see or do, and finally, come up with a conclusion depending on the outcomes, all in a scientific manner.  Importance will be placed on participation and collaborative group work. The computer lab and in class use of iPads will be utilized to meet technology benchmarks.  At the tech lab, students will use Google account which is accessible at home.  Typing Club will also be accessed through their Google account and password.  Please do not change any passwords at home or allow your child to.  If they change their password and forget it, we cannot access it at school and valuable learning time can be lost.
History-Social Science: The third grade program is split into five units: “Land and Water in Your Area,” “California Indians Past and Present,” “Your Community Over Time,” “Rules and Laws,” and “The Economy of Your Region.” It involves a consumable text that allows students to write notes in it as well as to complete maps, charts, and time lines. “Students don’t just read the book—they own it.” In addition, we will learn about the Ohlone Indians who were the first inhabitants of Santa Clara County. Finally, students will practice using Social Thinking and conflict resolution strategies with their classmates in the Talk It Out program and Project Cornerstone. 

2:15- 2:25 Class Meetings: Team building, cooperative problem solving, sharing, and announcements 

2:25
Closing: Homework assignment explained, clean up, and good-byes.

2:45
Regular Dismissal (2:10 dismissal on Tuesdays only)
ADDITIONAL CURRICULAR AREAS:

PE: Teacher led activities stress aerobic exercise, team building, and motor skill development using a variety of equipment and games 3 times per week. On Mondays, we will have combined PE with another 3rd grade class, Mrs. Wong’s class.  Mrs. Wong and I will take turns teaching various sports, cooperative games, exercises, etc. at the end of the day for 40 minutes.  On Wednesdays, students will engage in Go-Noodle activities in the classroom at the end of the day for 30 minutes, and on Fridays, they will have PE (Rox game or Go-Noodle in the GLC and running on the field) at the end of the day for 30 minutes. Please make sure your child wears the appropriate shoes and clothes for PE.   

Visual Arts: Art is incorporated into all subject areas, and we utilize a variety of media. The focus is on encouraging the student’s unique creativity and expression while guiding fine motor skill development. An art specialist, Ms. Fankhauser gives forty-five minute lessons biweekly.
Music:  We will have a thirty-minute music lesson with Mrs. Stein through the Community School of Music and Art. This program focuses on singing, rhythm, movement, identifying parts of written music, and playing instruments.

Library: We go to our school library every other week to check out books and listen to the librarian reading a book to us. Please make sure your student takes good care of library books and return them in timely manner.
